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ARGUMENTS for Ex- 
_ poſing Falſe Teachers, &c. 


Obſerve not any thing in the Scriptures Wl 
of Truth, either in the lively Sentences — _— 
of the Prophets, or of the Apoſtles, that 
is decry'd with ſo much Vehemence as 
HYPOCRIST, againſt which Gop Him- 
ſelf has declar'd ſo much Diſpleaſure. It is 
the chiefeſt Thing that both Chriſt abomin- 
ated in the Phariſees, and the Living Mini- 
ters of this Diſpenſation in the Members of 
the Church of Chriſt. Deceit and Hypocriſy 
have caus'd the Declenſion of Piety, and the 
Ruine of many Souls, thro” the ſeveral Ages 
and Series of Time, ſince the Foundation of 
Religion in the World. Among the Profeſ- 
ſors Of this Day too many are found to have 
2 Tincture of this; not only among thoſe 
who maintain ſuch Outward Ceremonies and 
Ordinances, as even make the Goſpel agree 


Jvith the Legal Thpes and Shadows of the Mo- 1 1 | 
ſzical Diſpenſation ; but alſo among thoſe who 1 
have hitherto, both in Lives and Principles, 9 
demonſtrated to the World, that they have 1 
found the Subſtance, whereas others poſſeſs _ 
only the Shadow; and that they are guided * 
by an Heavenly Principle and Enlivening Power "i 


from the Spirit of God, warming and ſtirring 
3 * them 
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them up to thoſe Public Spiritual Exerciſes of 


Prayer and Preaching, which they uſe in their 
Aſſemblies for Worſhip. 8 
Among theſe at this preſent "Time, — 
has been, and is a Perſon who has ſignalized 
himſelf in this Abomination of Hypocriſy, and 
has render'd himſelf one of thoſe, whom the 
Apoſtle commands both to Mark and Avoid, 
to Characterixe and lean from; for ſo is the 
genuine Import of the Original Words. How 
plain is the Advice ! How needful ſhall ſoon 
appear, and how correſpondent *tis both to 
Reaſon and Religion. 1 2 
Now ] beſeech you, Brethren, MA R K, them 
which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary to 
the Doctrine which ye have learned, and Avoid 
them, Rom. 16. 17. Them that cauſe Divi- 
ſions or Parties, the Apoſtle beſeeches the 
Charch to Mark and Avoid, and this his De- 

firing is properly mandatory, tho with that 
.- modeſt Phraſe, Ibeſeech. It is not enough to 
mark them only, and not to avoid them ; but 
they ſhould be both marked and avoided. The 
Words in the Text are g:orev and EXKAIIATE, 
which imply a critical Obſerving, Marking, or 
Charadterizing and departing from; which is 
very well render'd in our Exgliſb, to Mark 
and Avoid. Belides, that this Marking is pro- 
perly a Characteriæing, is plainly infer d: By 
what Means ſhould any one know them, who 
has not ſeen them, but their Deſcription, by 
their Image, which in the Greek, Latin and 
Eugliſb is very well expreſs'd by the Word, 


the 


CHAKACTER; as may be be ſeen by 


6 : Uh, fa 
the correſpondent Word in Acts 17. 29. Rev. 
13. 16, 17. 14. 9, 11. 16.2. and 20. 4. In 
Heb. 1. 3. there is the expreſs Word ;agaurie, 


which comes (J believe) from the Helrem Root 


v Charaſh, which ſignifies to plow or dig up, 
a Diſcovering, Deſcribing, &c. Wherein may 
be included a Sculpture of the Body, as well 
as of the Mind, that all who ſee that Likereſs, 
that Xagdyue 77 Inglis, may inſtantly perceive 
who they are, as ſoon as read or heard, when 
they impoſe their Preachings upon us, in any 
of our Aſſemblies, and by that means beware 
of 'em, lean from em, avoid' em. The Rea- 
ſon for this Marking and Avoiding, this Cha- 
rafterizing and Leaning from, is given in the 
next Verſe. For they that are ſuch, ſerve not 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own Belly, and 


good Words and fair Speeches decetve the 
Hearts of the Simple. There's no doubt but 
in Uſing theſe good Words and fair Speeches, 
they thereby pretended to ſerve our Lord Je- 


ſus Chriſt, as theſe do now a-days ; but none 


can ſerve our Lord Jeſus Chriſt who are found 
in thoſe Things which are contrary to the Eſſe 
or Nature of true Chriſtianity, which cut a- 
ſunder and divide into Parties, and are falſe 
in themſelves, let their Words be never ſo 
good, their Speeches never ſo fair; yet by 
their ſeeming good Words and fair Speeches, 
they may (and too often do) deceive the Hearts 
of the Simple; to prevent which they ſhould 
be Marked, be Charatterized, that they may 
be Ar oided. The Word #arardo, here uſed by 
the Apoſtle to expreſs their Way of Deceiy- 
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ing, ſignifies (ſays Leigh in Crit. Sac.) ſuch a 
Deceit which a Thief uſeth to a Traveller, 


better Way to his Journey's End, and fo lead. 
ing him to ſome diſmal Place, that he may 


rob him. How apt this Expreſſion 1s to ſet 


forth the Nature and Work of Falſe Mini- 
ſters in this Day, the Reader may determine, 
The fame Apoſtle writing to Titus, tells 


him, There are many unruly and vain Talkers Þ 


and Decetvers, Tit. 1. 10. That theſe whom 
the Apoſtle here calls vain Talkers and Decei- 
vers, were Preachers, is evident from the next 
Verſe, where he ſays, They ſubverted whole 
Houſes, teaching things which they ought not, 
ver. 11. The Mouths of theſe, he ſays, muſt be 
Hopped: But how ſhould that be, if they 
maſt be born with, and ſuffer'd to preach 
without Reproof, for fear of giving Offence 
to weak Brethren? What way had Titus to 
{top their Mouths, but by openly denying 'em, 
teſtifying againſt em, and refuſing to hear 
'em, whenſoever they open their Mouths and 
talk in the Aſſemblies of God's People? And 
if this be done 1n the Power and Authority of 
the Spirit of God, this will ſtop their Mouths, 
and make them afraid to open them there. 
So Paul adviſes Titus ; Rebuke them ſharply, 
ſays he, v. 13. 
the Apoſtle's Aſſertion, The Mouths of ſuch un- 
ruly and vain Talkers and * 
ed whole Houſes, muſt be ſtop'd, How ſhall we 
excule our ſelves, if we do not endeavour our 
ſelves to ſtop em, but allo diſcourage and 


| blame 


offering himſelf as a Guide, to direct him a | 


However, if according to 


Take heed therefore unto pour. ſelves, (ſaid he, 


+4 


the Mouths of ſuch Uzraly Talkers, we give 


them free Liberty to open their Mouths a- 


mongſt us, and ſtop ſuch Mouths as are o- 


pened in Teſtimony againſt them? How 
ſhall we acquit our ſelves from being guilty. 


of partaking with them in ſubverting Souls, 


if inſtead of Marking them out, Avoiding and 
| Stopping their Mouths, (which the Apoſtle ſays. 


ought to be done) we give them Opportunity 
and Liberty uncontrouled, to ſubvert as ma- 


ings ? 


ny as they can, even in our publick Meet- 


ders of the Church of Epheſus, tells them, I 
know this, that after my Departing ſhall griev- 
ous Wolves enter in among ſt you, not ſparing the 
Flock ; Alſo of Tour Selves ſhall Men ariſe, 1 


ing perverſe things, to draw away Diſciples after 


them, Acts 20. 29, 30. Therefore watch, ſays 
he, v. 31. To what End were they to watch? 
Was it only to ſee the Wolves enter, and not 


to diſcover em, not to oppoſe em, but to let 
them make ſuch Havock of the Flock as they 


pleaſed ? Were they to watch only to ſee 
theſe perverſe Speakers ariſe ; but not to diſ- 


cover 'em, not to gainſay em, not to deny 


em, not to Charaterize and lay open their 
Perverſneſs and Deceit : But give way to em, 


and leave *em Room and Liberty to draw a- 
Bid by their perverſe Proecting, as many 
Diſciples after them as they could ? Nay, ſure. 


Ver. 


blame them that do? How ſhall we anſwer 
the Apoſtle's Caution, if inſtead of Stopping 
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The ſame Apoſtle taking Leave of the El- 
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| (3) OO 
ver. 28.) and not to your ſelves only, but to all the 
Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you 
Overſeers, to feed the Church of God, &c. This 
was ſpoken to the Elders of the Church; the 
were to watch againſt thoſe Wolves, avaink 
thoſe perverſe Speakers and Seducers : They 1/* 
were not only to take heed for themſelves, Ef 
but they were to take heed to all the Flock, 
over whom the Holy Ghoſt had made them O- 
verſeers ; they were to feed the Church of God; 
not toſuffer the Wolves, tho? in Sheeps Cloath- 
ing, nor thoſe perverſe Preachers, that came 
to draw away Diſciples after them, to feed the U 
Church of God with their perverſe and ſeduc- F Apo, 
ing Doctrines. . 1 
The Apoſtle John exhorts the Saints not ro Apo, 
believe every Spirit, but to try the Spirits, whe- upo 
ther they are of God, or no, 1 Joh. 4. 1. But to Fall 
What Purpoſe ſhould we try the Spirits, if Wa: 
after we have tried 'em, and upon Tryal Was 
found *em to be Falſe Spirits, Evil Spirits, af h 
Wicked Spirits; and upon full and indubi- he 
table Proof and Aſſurance thereof, have de- ther 
clared them ſo, we muſt {till be obliged to re. 15 
ceive them as Teachers in our Meetings, fit bel, 
under their Preaching withaut Reproof, com- % 
ply with their Prayers in Outward Geſture n, 
and Appearance, and thereby give others 20. 
Ground from our Compliance and Silence, to tr 
think they are right Spirits; and as ſuch to 0% 
receive them, and ſo be deceived by them? top 

In opening the States of the Churches of f 
Aſia, the Spirit ſaith to the Church of Eple- IN Pow 
ſus; I kngw thy Works, and thy Labour, S vb 


(9) 
| Pat tente, and how thou cax'(# not bear them " 
i 


I thoſe Evil Ones Were, which the Charch of E- 
: | pheſus could not bear, appears from the fol- wn 
© lowing Words; And thou haft triad them which 7 
ſay they are Apoſtles, and cre not; and haſt Ul 
bund them I. IA RS. This Church took | 
Paul's Advice, before mentioned, which he 1 
gave to her Elders, Acts 20. To o watch and N 
take heed of all the Flock. She followed the 


$000 Counſel which John had given, 1 Job, 3 
4. 1. To try the Spirits, whether they Were of , 
, EGod. She Bad tryed thoſe falſe Pretenders to | 1 
_ E ApoRleſhip, and fund. That though they had 1 


aid they were Apoſtes, yet they were not 
, | apoſtles, but Lied in ſaying ſo. And having 
upon Tryal found them to be Liars, to be 
» Falſe, to be Evil, ſhe could not dear them. 
r EWas this her Fault, or her Virtue? Sure, it 
| 
y 
8 


was an Excellent Virtue in her; it was one 
Jof her chiefeſt Orna ments, and that for which 
ſhe was commended by Chiritt. On the 0 
„ ther hand, the Charge againſt the Church i in 
. Rlhtira was; Thou ſuffereſt that Woman Jeza- 
t bel, which tallerh her ſelf 2 Propheteſs, to teach 
J 1 to  ſediice my Servants to commit Fornica- 
e Ion, and to thr things ſacrificed unto Idols, ver. 
s do. She ſuffered Seducing Spirits to teach in 
o ler Aﬀemblics; that was her Sin: Yet the ll, 
o church in Thyatira had no other Way then, to il 
top the Mouth of Fezabe!, than the Church . 
f It Chriſt now hath, viz. 0 hurch-Power, the 
„ Foner which Chriſt hath given to his Church: 
4 vhieh ſhe not a came under a ſe- 
_ vere 


1 00 5 
vere Reproof and Condemnation from the Jun 
Lord therefore. From hence it may be {Wat 
rightly infer'd, That the true Charch ought Þ 
not to ſuffer Seducing Spirits to Teach in her: 
but is obliged to Oppoſe and Deny 'em; and Ie 
that if ſhe do ſuffer them to teach in her A. 
ſemblies, ſhe is condemnable therefore in the I. 
Sight of God, and her ſo doing will be l 
4 as a Charge againſt her here or here- 
after. | 
I know, the common Reaſon given, for 
bearing with theſe Seducing Spirits, and ſuf- pen t 
fering them to Preach in our Meetings, is, n th 
That our Meetings may be kept quiet, with- 9 
out Diſturbance, that no Occaſion of Offence Þ 
may be given to the World. Might not 
Thyatira have alledged this Reaſon, as well 
as we? That was a populous City, where 
Jews and Gentiles of all Sorts frequented the 
Chriſtian Aſſemblies in thoſe Ages; yet this {Wor 
would not excuſe her; Why then ſhould we nuſe 
expect to be excuſed by it? Epheſus was at that Mitop 
Time one of the chief Cities in Aſia; famous a- Ant. 
mong other things for the Temple of Dianna; It 
a Place of great Trade, and conſequently a Me: 
Place of great Concourſe of People of all und 
Sorts : Had not that Church as much Reaſon give 
fo regard the Peace and Quiet of their Meet- He: 
ings, as we have? Yet we do not find that © ma! 
would prevail on that Church to bear with ted 
thoſe falſe Apoſtles, thoſe evil Men that ſaid i hat 
they were Apoſtles, and under that Pretence iff or « 
would have Preached amongſt them; but I by 
being Tried and found Liars, they were 5 Ry 


(11) 
buffered: Why then ſhould ſuch a Conſide- 
ation prevail with us? Paul might well 


ink, that the ſtopping the Mouths of thoſe 


Wnraly, vain Talkers and Deceivers, would be 
Hikely to occaſion ſome Diſturbance and Diſ- 
iet, yet he did not from thence diſcourage 
iris, but encouraged him to the Work, bid- 
ling him Rebake them ſbarply: Which Way 
ſhould Titus ſtop their Mouths, but by Oppo- 
ing and Denying them, and bearing Teſti- 
Imony againſt them, when they offered to o- 
en their Mouths in the Church ? If thereup- 
an they would bawl] and make a Noiſe, as the 
ISeparatiſts uſed to do, that would but add to 
their own Guilt, manifeſt their Naughtineſs 
the more, and thereby haſten the Stopping of 


their Mouths, They were anruly as well as 


; vain Talkers before; but Mens Unrulineſs or 
Wain Talking, muſt not hinder or ſtop God's 
Work: God by his Apoſtle faith, Their Mouths 
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nuſt be ſtopped, and this is God's Way of 


topping them, and has been practiſed by our 


. MAntzent Friends towards the Separatiſts. 


In bearing with ſuch Seducers in publick 


Meetings, and giving them Liberty to talk 
undenied, that thereby an Opportunity may be 


iven to ſeduce and draw aſide ſome of the 
earers; how ſpacious ſoever this Pretence 
may be, upon which fuch Liberty is admit- 
ted ; Yet how can they, whom the Lord 
I hath ſet as Watchmen over his Flock, acquit, 
or excuſe themſelves, if any of the Flock be 


by this Indulgence loſt, or led out of the 
Right Way; as _ many haye been 3 


2 


| (C12), | 
Lord by his Prophet ſaid of Old, When I 
bring  the' Sword upon.a Land, if the People 
of the Land take a Man of their Coaſts, 
and ſet him for their Watchman; if when he 
ſeeth the Sword come upon the Land, he blow the ¶ beg 
 Traumje: and warn the People; then whoſoever ¶ afte 
heareth the ſound of the Trumpet, and taketh Sou 
not Warning : If the Sword come and take him ¶ gui 
away, his Blood ſhall be upon his own Head: But Hai 
if the Watchman ſee the Sword come, and blow Duti 
not the Trumpet, and the People be not warned; | giv 
if the Sword come, and take any Perſon from a- ing 
mong them, he is taken away in his Iniquity, but * 
his Blood will | require at the Watehman's Hand, Sai 
Ezek. 33. 2, Cc. This Metaphor taken from | the; 
_ worldly and 8 Wars and Watchmen, the for 
Lord here applies to his Church and People, ¶ tha; 
He 

Wa 

exf 
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ver. 7, &c. Nor doth the Inſtance of a 
Sword and Watchman reſtrain the Compariſon 
to them only: But what is here ſpoken of the 
Sword the Land and the Watchman, may (by 
a fair. Analogy) be as well ſaid of the Wolf, 
the Fox, the Sheep and the Shepherd; or of 
the Seducers of the Flock of God, and of thoſe 
whom he hath made Overſeers thereof. For 
if the Shepherd ſee the Wolf, or Fox coming 
into, the Sheepfold, or amongſt the Sheep, 
and riſes not to diſcover and Oppoſe them, 
but lets them alone to pray upon the Sheep, 
How doth ſuch a Shepherd diſcharge his 
Place, and the Truſt committed to him? 80 
if the Miniſters of Chriſt, whom the Holy 
Ghoſt hath made Overſeers over the Block, 
ſee falſe Teachers and Seducers (Wolves in 
81 K ot | Sheeps 


C13) 

; Sheeps Cloathing come into the Aſſembles of 
| God's People, and they do not diſcover them 
to be falſe Teachers, and Seducers, but bear 


© beguile, betray, and draw away Diſciples 
after them, Will not the Lord require the 
Souls of thoſe that are by that means, be- 
guiled, betrayed, led aſide and loſt, at the 


Duty it was, as Spiritual Watchmen, to have 
given Warning to the Flock, of the Impend- 
ing Danger? Fi TT OO 


t The Authour to the Hebrems, exhorting the 
„ Saints to Obey them that have the Rule over 
tem, gives this Reaſon for it; For they watch 
e for your Souls, as thoſe that maſt give an Account, 
„that they may do it with Joy, and not with Grief. 
Hence it appears, that God hath ſet ſome to 
watch for the Souls of others; and that he 
expects, and will require, an Account of the 
/ © Souls of his People at the Hands of them, 
» 1 whom he hath ſet to watch over them, and 
they muſt give their Account either with Joy 
or Grief, according as the Account {hall prove, 
r I which they ſhall have to give. But how will 
they give their Account with Jo, if, when 
„they come to give it, they {hall be forced to 
„ acknowledge and ſay, We have indeed ad- 
» MJ mitted falſe Brethren to come in amongſt us; 
5 I we knew that they were not of us, but ſtood 
n Oppoſition to the Work and Way of the 
Lord; we knew they have endeavoured to o- 
= a Way to Looſpeſs and Libertiniſm;, we 
| new they were out of the-Unity and Spirit 


B 3 


with them, and let them alone, to ſeduce, 


| Hand of thoſe Overſeers, whoſe Place and 


of 
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of the true Brotherhood, out of the Life and 
Spirit of Truth, and were not in that which 
could gather to God; but that they are in a 
Spirit of Diſorder and Contention, and en- 
deavouring to ſow the Evil Seeds of Strife, 
Cc. in the Minds of their Hearers, and to 
draw away Diſciples after them, to encreaſe their 
Numbers; But for Peace ſake, and that we 
might keep our Meetings Still and Quiet, we 
were not willing to oppoſe, or to deny them 
openly, by Word or Geſture, or to lay them 
open and diſcover them to the People, nor 
ſuffer others to do it ; but let them have their 

ee Scope, to preach and pray in our Meet- 


ings uncontrouled ; by which they take Ad- 


vantage to infinuate themſelves into the 
Minds of the Hearers, and thereby have de- 
ceived and led away many Simple Souls af- 
ter them: Ah! with what Grief muſt ſuch 
an Account be given ! 


I ſhall leave the Application of this to all. 


who ſhall find themſelves concern'd, and ha- 
ving, as I conceive, ſhewn by Scripture and 
Right Reaſon the Juſtice of my Way in 
Writing, I intend alſo to make it appear to 


every common Eye, what juſt Cauſe I had to 
write. 


Matters of Fatt have as certain a Being and 


Reality 2s Demonſtrations, yet in Appearance 
moſt of em can never be prov*d or evinc'd 
any. other Way, than by meer Teſtimony, 
meer Hiſtorical Knowledge, Many a Truth 
hath been loft and buried in Unbelief, when- 
as many a Falſhood in the mean Time has 
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| prov'd more ſucceſsful and triumphant, and 
has paſs'd currantly through the world un- 

der the ſpecious Diſguiſe of Probability: Vet 
: -5 a it ſelf ſhews, That we may believe 


7 ſuch an One, whom we have no Reaſon to 


diſtruſt: If any one Matter of Fa& intima- 
ted in the Character, &c. has been prov'd 
{ falſe, any common Reader would have juſt 
| Cauſe to disbelieve me: But when nothing 
hitherto hath been form'd againſt the Truth 
of 'em, Who can affect Superficial Diſcourſe 
more than a Ratiopal Demonſtration ? I can 
now publickly achnowledgs to all, That I 
have great Satisfaction in what I have wrote, 
and am very glad, in this Caſe, though no 
Perſon in the whole World, excepting my ſelf, 


was the Promoter or any ways excited me to 


write the Character, and that not one of the 
Perſons charg'd with it in thoſe falſe and abu- 
five OFober-like-Clab Characters, either conniv?d 
or knew oughtof it, tis my no little Sat isfacti- 
on, that I find ſome great Authors in their 
Poſthumous Works, will bear me out in'my 
ood Deſign, whoſe Judgment I eſteem much 
{ſuperior to my own, and whoſe Expreſſions I 
have here interwoven, which not only ap- 
prove my Deſign but embelliſh my Style. 
What can be a Joyner Denying of Inſpirati- 
on, than —— ſay 
Away with ſuch Notions ! His Hpocondriac Ex- 


preſſions of Hypocondriac Vapours, are mani 


feſt: His Soothing the common Vanities and 
Extra vagancies of Youth, is evident: His 
Fleers and Jeſts on modeſt Plainnels, as being 


the 


Pe b 


ay ing, Away with ſuch Notions! 


FCG) | 
the Figments and Circumſtantial Leaves of Re- 
ligion, are very demonſtrable, and known : 
His Comparing of God to an Old Superan- 
nuated Man, that lov'd to hear Nonſence ſpoke 
to him, As we, (ſays he) ſpeak” to one another, 
(counting others like himſelf ) is blaſphemous. 


and ſounds harſh-in the Ears bf all the true 


Lovers of God: His Deming Perfection till th: 
Door of Time be ſhat upon us, and-that then the 
fatted Calf muſt be kill d, and the beſt Raiment 
put on, &c. hath been ſufficiently prov'd: 
His daring whole Aſſembles, for any one Pet. 
ſon to com̃e out, and own himſelf, that they 
are either Perfett or fit to die, and that he 
would ride many Miles to ſee ſuch an one; and 
this not only in Meetings in Courſe, but alſo 
repeatedly at Burials: What is this, but 4 
meer Banter on that Principle of Certainty, 
and a Ridicule of the People he pretends to be 
in Heart-Communion with? Indeed, if 1 
ſhould: grant him his Aſſertion, That we muſt 
come always to Chriſt weary abd heavy Laden, 
and ſo ſtill bear the Hedvy Biden 1 Sin and 
Corruption, till the Point of Death, his Expreſ- 
ſions would bear a better Face: But how a- 
greeable ſuch Poſitions are to thoſe of the A. 
poſtle to the Rowaris, Chap. 8. J leave all to 
judge, eſpecially thoſe who not only talk of, 
but know the Work of Regeneration. 
His Jeering upon the Life and Power of God, 
that enables many to ſtand ſtedfaſt for his 
Name and Power, is both a'Shame to him as 
a Man, and as 4 Chriſtian.” His Snuff. Bon 
Taunt upon the Spiritual Exeyeiſe of Friends, is 

87957 | a meer 
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a meer Deriding the Extracrdinary Motions and 

Workings of a Divine Life in the Soul. His 

Vgaifying Recſon beyond her Sphere in al- 
Molt all his Publick Diſcourſes, is an evident 
oken of the Extent of his Gift: But the ſo- 

en, Appendice and Crutch, he hath now 


,added to it, by the Help of another, is a 


n Falac yz ſo far as it imprints a wrong 
n the inds of any. He with his At- 


** 2 


Helag ians, That the Improvements of Nature 
„ make,Men. Happy, ſince it is by the Gift 


3:10 


that enables and qualifies a Miniſter, that we 
| 1 e to attain Salvation and Happineſs, or 
| ch night have ſaid with the Seni Pelagians, 
| Natural Preparations and Preaiſpoſi tions 
Ei and procure the Spirit of Grace: Tho 
ain, none can come to Heaven meer- 


1 oh 1 Help of theſe Humane Improve 


ments, whic ich are built upon Nature's Foun- 
dation: For if they (—— and his Aſſiſtant 
Id) will haye that Reaſon by which they 
reach fanQlify'd by Grace, the Foundation 
vl ff nh nothing bah Natural Reaſon; and Na- 
t ral Reaſon, after all its W hitenings and 
ing muſt ſtand afar off is Atrio Gen- 
big it cannot enter into the Temple of Goa, 
much leſs into the Sanctum Sanctorum, it can- 
Ties within the Vail: And is this alone a 


2 — 


Ir 


cient Qua lification for a Goſpel Miniſter. ? 
l Men preach now by. Reaſon cleanſed, 
Hout 55 Influence of the Spirit, by a ſpot- 
Pregrity of 155 arab; ſweetnels of Diſpo- 
ion, Or t dor of 1 Nature ? Though 
| 114 Lan MC 5 none 
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hy Miche EQ well have told us with the 
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none of theſe are Applicable to —— ; yet all 
theſe Paintings and Varniſhings of Nature, 
which are deſervedly amiable in the Eye of Þ 
the World, melt away at the Preſence of 
God. They might as well tell us, that a 
Canale by its ſhining may merit to be a Star, 
to be a San. God has given Men, by the 
Gift of Grace, by the Lumen Gloriæ, an in- 
finite further Extent of Knowledge, than our 
Natural cleanſed Reaſon can either deſerve, 
obtain, or enjoy: Reaſon's Hand cannot earn 
it, Reaſon's Hand cannot reach it, Reaſor's © 
Eye cannot fee it. The glorious Gift of Know- - 
ledge which muſt fill and fatiate the Being of 
Man, is the * Viſion of God himſelf, 

View of any thing be- 
longing to Nature, and is ſeen by nothing but 
a Divine Ray from the Fountain of Light 


which is beyond. t 


and Life. 


For the Truth of my Aſſertion, That 
pretends to Preach by Reafon cleanſed, Til F 
willingly. appeal to all who have heard, or 


may hear him, unleſs he alter his uſual Theme: 


And then let em alſo aſſent to the Nox-Abili- 


ty of it, that it cannot reach to the Things 


of God, or demonſtrate the Depth of Syiritu- 


4 Religion, which is beyond it's Compaſs: 
For the Natural Man underſtands not the things 


of the Spirit of God, and the Reaſon follows, | 
_ becauſe they are Spiritually diſcerned. It is the | 


* Demonſtration of the Spirit and of Power, that 


can give an Evidence to our Spirits, both of 


the Nobility and Certainty of heavenly 
Thing. Can fuch a Perſon who talks from 
PRO! __ * 
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Reaſon cleanſed, (or if they will have their own 
all (krafe, from Reaſon Santtifd) be truly called 
re, Echo Domini, that never fpeaks, till it be 
of ſpoken to? Can ſuch an one be accounted 
of Cythara Dez, ſtrung and tun'd by him, touch- 


a ed and mov'd by his Spirit, and then making 
ar, a moſt ſweet and graceful Melody? No ſure- 
the © ly, yet ſuch is the Character of a true and 


Living Minifter. 
I hopeThave in the preceeding Pages plain- 
ly demonſtrated, this is an exceſſive Vanity 
in — , &c. to make a Natural and Finite 
© Thing equal a Heavenly Grace and Power ; to 
put Reaſon in the Place of the Spirit, the 
Creature in the Room of God the Creator: 
| But that I may not in the leaſt alledge an 
© thing, but what flows naturally and conſe- 
quentially from his own Words, he himſelf 
has boldly affirned in my Hearing, at the 
Savoy, That this Reaſon 5 is the fir, 
| aud the written Word of God (the Scriptures) is 
the Secondary Rule of our Faith and Works : 
Now we hold ſafely and certainly, That the 
ie: Spirit of God is the firſt and primary Rule, and 
the Scriptures the Secondary and are ſubordi- 
nate to that. Now either this ſan&:ify'd Rea- 
1 oz is the Spirit, or it is not; if they can 
prove that it is the Spirit, we ſhall only diſa- 
gree in Terms: But if not (as certainly it is 
not) then it is an abominable Falſhood, a 
Diſhonour to the Spirit and Grace of God, 
a Repugning and abſolute Deny ing that great 
Article of our Faith, thereby ſhews himſelf 
not to be in Unity with us, and ſufficiently 


— 
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proves at once his Non. * FF by the Spin 
rit, and conſequently his Non- qualification 
for a Miniſter of tlie Goſpel. I might very 
well have made here an Objection againſt his 
calling the Scriptures the Mord of God, as 1 
have heard him often, but though that Phraſe . 
hath been for good Reaſons both diſus'd, and 
diſallow'd by G. Fox and other Antient 
Friends, (as being an Attribute belonging to 
the Son of God, Joh. 1. though we confeſs them 
to be the Words of God, dictated by his Holy 
Spirit, and prefer them to all other Writings 
whatever) yet (I ſay) being here reciting 
things both of a greater Import and groſſer 
Nature, I ſhall wave that. Certainly it muſt 
needs ſhew a Deviliſh and envenom'd Spirit, 
that can aſſimulate to itſelf a Power to turn 
every thing to Poyſon, to diſcolour every 
Bleſſing, to turn the Grace of God into Wan- 
tonneſs, to fight againſt him with his own 
Weapons, with his moſt precious Favours, 
and by a moſt ſtrange Chymiſtry, extract Droſs 
out of the pureſt Refined Gold, Dregs out of 
the pureſt Spirits, and a Savour of Death 
trom that which breaths out nothing but Life 
and Happineſss. | 

That there are Living Wixnelles of theſe. 
things, ſome of thoſe into Whoſe Hands this 
may come can readily affirm; which is both 
Proof and Demonſtration. _ _. 7 

In the foregoing Periods I have recited evi- 
dent and warrantable Facts, to prove, That 
he is a falſe Apoſtle, a deceitful Worker, tranſ- 
forming himſelf, as much as his natural Abilt- 
ties 


"A... - is 

ties will permit, into an Apoſtle of Chriſt ; and | 
no wonder, ſince as Satan is, ſo will his Mi. iq 
niſters be. 1 have taken none of theſe things N 
from his cammom Converſation, (wherein I could 
have had as great Advantage) but from his 
Public Talking and Speaking in Meetings for if 
Morſbip, when he profeſſes to have (if we may iq 
judge according to the Endfield Letter) a warm- 


in of the Love of God upon his Heart; and k 
hope they will abundantly declare his Hypo- | 
; K crify, if it were only from the Place of his | 
Acting, vir. In the Meetings and Aſſemblies ly 
of the People of God. That there can be no juſt 9 


and ſolid Argument rais'd. againſt the Truth 
- of my Aſſert ions, both here and in my other 
_ Writings, 1 am certain of, and bold to affirm. 
What if one Man flatter himſelf in a falſe 
; | Light, and pleaſe himſelf with a meer Sha- 
1 


dow of Aſſurance, mult all Men needs follow 
1 his Example? A Man that is in a Dream, 
„ may think himſelf awake when he is not: 
Ay, but I hope for all this, A Man that is 
| awake, may certainly know that he is ſo? 
| What if one Man take Copper tor Gold, mult 
all Men do ſo too? So that I may ſay in Paul's 
Words, What 1 do, that I will do, that I may 
cut off Occaſion from them which deſire Occaſion. 
And now, Reader, ſince here are Specimens 
enough to judge by concerning this Man, &c. 
let me ask thee ſeriouſly, Can theſe come 
from a true ; Miniſter of Chri#? Can theſe 
flow from the Operation of the Holy Spirit? 
From the Warming of the Love of God on the 
Hearts of any? From Divine Aſſiztance ? From 
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a Living Experience ? Or from Fibo gg, the 
Whiſperings and Breathings of the Holy Spirit ? 
The ene vip N by which it Ser with 
the Soul? Let every one weigh theſe things 
in his own Conſcience, and then c 
whence they flow. There are by Two Spirits 


in the World, One from God, the other from 


the Devil : Either —8 Ce. Miniſtry i Is 
from the One or the Other; either from the 
Fountain of Trath, or the Origin of Lies, and 
conſequently it is either True or Falſe : if the 


the latter (as is viſibly prov'd) his ev'ry Ex- 


preſſion in that Manner is a Gaſt of Satay, and 
himſelf an horrid Impoſtor and Falſe Teacher. 

When I would conſider him, as he would fain 
be thought, to wit, 4A Living Minifter, it 
makes me almoſt faint with the frightful Ideas 
it gives me of a wretched State and Depravity, 
and the Vengeance of a Juſt God on the Re. 
vilers of his Name and Power : Than this, 
what can be worſe? | 

O Vita fallax ' abditos & 7s geris, 

| Animiſq; pulchram turbidis Faciem induis. 


Sen. in Hip. 
0 peſtis Erebo rata ' Luitificun Scelus! 
1 — TS 
„. has denyd himſelf to hav a Sas 


= cred Impulſe and Inſpiration in his Preach- 
Ing, what can be plainer infer 4 rom our 
| receiv 'd and believ d Opinion 'of the Quali- 
fication belonging to the Miniſt ry, but that 

he is a falſe Miniſter. 
44 — hath publickly deny'd Inſpiration, 
WC. '* Therefore, Ke. Beſides, 88 


nfeſs from 
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CR 
Fa Miniſter, in his publick Preaching, ſpeak 
. abiretth contrary at one Time, to what he 
does at another, both theſe Declaraticns 
cannot come from a True Bottom. 
Bat that — - hath been abundantly and 
deten heard ſo, I leave to the Greateſt of 
Lis Admirers, to recollect, aſſent to and af. 
„ y. hen, dle. 


Theſe Inuſtances and Arguments are calcula- 
ted for the meaneſt Capacities, and bear an 
Evidence with them intelligible to all com- 
mon Underſtandings; and theſe being re- 
tain d, let all remember, That GO D being 
t the Truth Iſelf, an eternal immutable Truth, 
his Impulfe and enliv'ning Power is from the 
1 Sourſe and Spring of all Truth, and that all 
Revelations flowing from Him, ſhine with 
: the Prints and Signatures of Certainty; and 
: hence his naked Word is a Demonſtration : The 
Soul deſires: no greater Satisfaction than an 

Blas tons If GOD himſelf ſay it, Who can 

34 queſtion it? Who dare contradict it? True 
Reaſon will not; True Reaſos cannot: God 
crowns his own Revelations with his own 
Beams; they are no Sparks of Reaſor's ſtrik- 

a. ing, but they are flaming Darts of Heaven's 
„ J ſhooting; that both open and enamour the 
jr 1 Soul : Reaſon may not come into this Ocean, 
i. her Phimb-line is too ſhort to fathom it: That 
at I Spirit that breath'd out the Holy Writings 
| at firſt; and which convinces and fatisfies the 
u, {| Soul, that they are written by the Inſpiration 
F ol che Almighty, the very fame Spirit is 2 
| r n- 
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Interpreter of em; He is the Conmnentator 
upon em; the Text is his, and the Gloſs is 
his. So that all the Streſs and Difficulty is, 
To know, Whether God reveals ſuch a thing 
or no? and judging, Who are really acted by 
the Spirit of God? What Miniſters preach 
from his Iafluence, Heat, Fire, or what other 
Epithet may be proper to declare the Morbings 
of God in Regenerated Souls, that we may ſay 
according to the Poet in another Caſe, 
½VNVumen in ef illis.— e 22 
For the Language of true Mingiſter is Divi- 


I have now, in my Opinion, ſuffieienthy 
prov'd:the Trath af my Aſſertions, ri la id ſuch 
Premiſſes from whence! the (Truth of them 
may eaſily be deducd: And the? hot any 
thing that hath yet;appear'd aga inſt, me, pre- 
ſumes to falſify One of them ʒ yet not with. 
ſtanding this, another Letter, in Oppoſition 
to mine, hath found a Paſſage amongſt us, to 
blind the Eyes of ſonple, yet lſimeaning Per- 
ſons, Who natu rally fall in with, ſuch ſoft Ex- 
pre ſfions of Love and Char i Without con- 
tidering (from a Bottom of right Reaſon) 
What Cauſe there was for thoſß, Severe Re- 
flections, this Enafield Huthor Jays; I fave caſt 
on ſeveral; Perſons, without. partigularly Spe. 
ont "OrY cify ing 
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cifying them: Nor is ſuch Deceptions as this 


is ſtrange, ſince a Hypocrite may ſpin fo fine 
a Thread, as that it may deceive his own Eye; 


he may admire the Cobweb, and not know 


himſelf to be the Spider: How much more 


eaſy may he deceive an anwary Reader, a 
Stanaer-by, &c. Yet the Scriptures witneſs 
ſomething more, That a great Prophet was de- 


, ceived by the Words of Hananiah (Fer. 28.) 
and what was poſſible then for an Hypocrite 


to accompliſh, is poſſible for ſuch an one in 
our Day. But ſurely the Word of the Lord 
will ſoon witneſs in them againſt ſuch ypocri- 
% and make them own that they have been 
deceiv'd. BIT As 
- This laſt Letter is like the former, free from 
either Proof, Argument, or ſo much as any 
ways Deming many, of my greateſt Aſſertions, 
in Relation to ——=, alledg'd by me as 
Proofs, to demonſtrate that he 1s falſe; the 
Enervating of which ſhould have been this 
Author's chief Buſineſs, when he firſt eflay*'d 
to write againſt mine; and ſeeing nothing of 
this appears, I have the leſs need to mind 
him: For which Reaſon I ſhall only hint at 
two or three Places in his Letter, and fo leave 
both him and it, as requiring nofurther Anſwer. 
This Letter untruly gives the Characters of 
thoſe individual Perſons he thinks are intima- 
ted by me: But how-Inſignificant ſuch things 
are, are very well known to all reaſonable 
Perſons; ſince he is found to be a falſe and 
partial Perſon in both his Letters, who by a 
ſtrange ayworuanlia, ſets up theſe Perſons as 
. Oracles 
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Oracles and Didlators in Divinity, and greedily 


drinks their Errors, as if they were Savin 
Truths; when at beſt they are the Poyſon of Aſps, 


deadly and deſperate Errors; and defends and 


extols the Perſons by whom they were deli- 
vered : But theſe are to be eſteem'd only as 
they are conſonant to Truth, and Right Reaſon 
which no ways contradicts (though it never 
comes up to) the Witneſs of God in Men's 
Hearts. Beſides, all thoſe who have been 
Hereticorum Coryphei, have been ſuch as by 
ſome deceitful Carriages have won the Hearts 
and Eſteem of Men, by which they have 


| ſpread their Infeciion the farther. And how 


far this Author's Deſcription correſponds with 
their Qualifications in the Miniſtry, let their 
own Actions and Words, and his Inſtance from 
R. B. demonſtrate. 3 

As I never eſteem'd to be a Perſon 
qualified for that Divine Performance, nor e- 
ver thought him a true Brother; but only ſuch 
an one as Paul deſeribes in Phil. 3. 18. An E- 


ed, all tliat is ſaid in the Letters is of no Im- 
port, and all miſapply'd Phraſes of Love and 
C 3 to Breihren, and Behaviour to Mini- 
ſters, ſignify nothing. © n om 

f And rede 5 The Preaching up this Union 
and Charity upyn ſuch an unſound Bottom, as 
according to, &c. If they were not of 
the ſame Length and Breadth in Opinions, or in 
Matters of Faith, is of a moſt pernicious Con- 
ſequence. If the Apoſtles of Chriſt of Old (lays 
K. B.) and the Preachers of the Everlaſting we 
* 5 


nemy of the Cxoſs bh viſt: So this being grant- | 


(27) 
vel in this Day, had told all People, however 
wrong they found them in their Faith and Priaci- 
ples, Our Charity and Love is ſuch, we dare not 
Juage you, nor ſeparate from you : But let us all 
live in Love together, and every one enjoy his 
own Opinion, and all will he well: Would not 
the Devil (ſays he) love this Doctrine well, by 
which Darkneſs and Ignorance, Error and Con- 
ſaſion might ſtill conttnue in the Earth, unreprov- 
ed and uncondemned? Theſe are the Lengths 
ſome now run into, and from what Spirit 
and Deluſion is conſequential : By this they 
would reduce the Church to a meer n inn 
toan Azarchy and Chaos : From whence would 
ariſe the Confuſion expreſs'd by the ſoft Poet, 
Hagrabant ſancti ſceleratis Ignibus Ignes: 
Miſtaq; erat Flamme Flamma prophana Piæ. 

But to prevent this Diſcord, the Mouths of 
theſe muſt be topped, and they and their De- 
ſigns Marl d, Characteriæ' d, or Exposd to the 
publick View of our Society; the Reaſon na- 
turally follows, That all may know them and a- 


void them; ; 


This Author aſſerts, That J only imagine I 
am dictated by a good Spirit in this Work; and 
runs on as if I had granted this: But if the 
Tree is known by its Fruit, let me be judg'd 
by the Truth of my Aſſertions, and then let 
him think or write what he pleaſes: Sure e- 
very one may be 1, modeſtly inquiſitive 
into the Grounds and Reaſon of what is de- 
deliver'd to him; and if what I have wrote 
be Truth and agrees with Reaſon, I will not 
quarrel, with him if he thinks it came not 

49 EF 2 Zuges, 
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Su gabe, ex altiori Sede, as Sexeca ſpeaks, from 
a higher and nobler Principle. Like the Au- 
thor of the Letter to me in Verſe, he inti. 
mates the Paſſage in Jade, of Michael's con- 
tending with the Devil; that he durſt not 
bring a Railing Accuſation againſt him; When 
it is taken in his own Words, (Railing Accuſa- 
tion) it is uſeleſs to him; but when it is view- 
ed ex ipſo Fonte, it quite loſes the Force both 
theſe would have it to bear: Sure every one 
will agree, That he dared not bring a Bla- 
phemous Judgment againſt him, ( Ktiew erveſuer 
Barn) for 10 are the expreſs Words, and 
we all know, that is entirely the Behaviour 
of Evil Spirits. | N ts 
He ſays inf. 14. The Way to Peace is to re- 
iſt the Begiuniugs of Strife, and yet is not wil. 
flag that | 1 &c. the Cauſe of this Strife, 
ſhould be Reſiſted; Then he runs on miſ ap- 
plying Texts of Scripture, and by unguard- 
ed Phraſes, tacitly owns, That ——; or him- 
{elf has render'd Evil and Railing to ſome; 
Or, why is it brought in, Not to render Evil 
for Evil, and Railing for Railing, p. 15. ſince 
if he had thought me only in a Miſtake ſuch 
Counſel ſhould have been applyed to himſelf 
or ——, &c. and not to me, privately inti- 
mating his bad Cauſe : But ſuppoſing he only 
meant and intended to inculcate to his Rea- 
ders, that mine is Railing (though J have no 
| Reaſon to give him that Point) if it be con- 
ſider' cd then according to its Signification in 
the Text, Convitium pro Contitio, Reproach 
for Reproach, the very Name carries in- it ä | 
n 7 i "en me 


— 
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Term of Evil, or falſe Words, and J poſitive- 
ly deny it, and defy any to prove ſuch on me: 
But ſuppoſing it had been fo, it cou'd never 


have match't with ——'s Thingum, Thangums, 
Snaff-Box Taunt, &c. conſidering his Time 
and Place of Action. This makes me look 
back a little to the Quotation from Dr. Ti//or- 
| ſon, p. 12. And F-would fain ask this Author, 
lf the Matter of Slander is ever true? The 
Y Word (Slander )-implies a falſe Charge, a falſz 
. | Inpatation and Calumm, and if he will have 
„ the Phraſe, let me ask him, What Perſons 
were ever Slander'd with the Matter of 
Truth? But ſtay! I had like to have paſs 
his fierce Aſſertion over, he ſays, To ſtab the 
| Reputation of a Man is the worſt of Murder. 
Now if this Author had but thought of his 
s Way, he'd have added, I nean unde- 
ſervedly;, Dear People, I ſpeak guarded there. 
This had been ſomething, though then, with 
- ſtretching it would not have come up to the 
„ 0 worſt of Murder. Now, becauſe Id be ve- 
y plain, I'll ſuppoſe any Impoſter had carri- 
e ed it fo fair and ſeemingly Honeſt, that his 
h Reputation flouriſh'd, and he had paſt cur- 
If ' II rantly in the Eyes of the World for a Virtu- 
i. ous good Man; yet afterwards being prov'd 
ly to be really falſe in many of his Actions, Will 


a- it be the worſt of Murder to declare this o- 
10 penly, and ſo Stab his Reputation, which by 

n- his Deceit he had gain'd before? No, ſure- 
in h, it deſerves Praiſe and Thankfulneſs to the 
ch Diſcoverer of ſuch an Impoſto . 
a Now linceI have ſhewn the Reaſon by ſo 
m many Rational Proofs, why , &c. {hou'd 5 


8 
be render'd Uſeleſs in the Miniſtry, I ſhall 
paſs over the Author's Inſignificant Expreſſi- 


ons, and conclude ——, &c. to be as I have 


related; not according to my own Senſe, but 
the Opinion of Numbers of Living Miniſters 
and worthy Members in our Society, as ap- 
pears by their publick Oppoſing him, not men- 
tioning the Coxcl _ of laſt Tearly- Meeting, 
whoſe Affirmative {hou'd be prefer 'd before a 


whole Heap of Negatives, the Judgment of 
one wiſe, enlightned, experienc'd, ſpiritua- 


liz d Chriſtian —alios quod monet, ipſe facit, 
15 more to be regarded, and attended to, than 
the Votes and Suffrages of a Thouſand Gain- 
ſayers. 3 a 815 
It cannot be expected, neither is it my Bu- 
ſineſs to vindicate any thing in The Picture, 
ſince Jam not the Author of it. The Ma- 
nagment of ſome Perſons in Relation to this, 
I am not wholly ignorant of, and as I am no 


Stranger to that, it will not be imagin'd that 


I am unknowing in the Management relating 
to my own Writings; the Matter whereof in 
Debate lies here: | 15 
. Whether 
alledgd in the Character, &c. ? Which I know 
to be true, and which have been affirm'd by 
Perſons of unqueſtion'd Probity ; ſome of 
whom have deliver'd it under their own 
Hands, and aſſerted it as well before his Face, 
as before others: And granting this, it runs 
R N 


Whether thoſe aſſerted Expreſſions are not only 


of an Evil Tendency themſelves, but deſgnid 
to lay waſte thoſe Principles, which we hold as 
od i | Matters 


has utter d thoſe Expreſſions 


ſions, which are a 


* mM 9 


Matters of Faith and Fundamental ? This 


being agreed to, then it follows to conſider, 
Whether a Declaration, Obſerving, Marking 
or Characteri xing of theſe Erroneous Expreſ- 
ow'd to be of an Evil Ten- 
dency, can be itſelf of an Evil Tendency ? 
To Conclude this Piece, I ſhall give the 
Reader a {mall View of the Calumnies I have 
received from ſome, wherein their Opinions 
of my Writings (or if they will have it fo, of 
my Satyrs, ſince the Word Satyr is only an Ap- 
pellation to a particular Species of Poetry, to 
declaim againſt Vice) are found to be Falſe, 
and themſelves to be Perſons entirely tinctur'd 
with Malice, and poſſeſs'd with Envy, viz. 
That they are vile, abominable Invectives : As if 
compos'd in Hell; As if come from the Bottom of 
Hell : That the Author deſerves to be diſcovered 
and poſted as a Notorious Villain : That my Wri- 
tings are Accurſed, and ought to Damn d; and 
one extends the Puniſhment for writing them 
to Death itſelf. How theſe Expreſſions re- 
flect upon the Broachers of em, may be de- 
termined from my true Reaſons of both the 
Cauſe and Way I have taken: Yet from 
hence may be drawn a Convincing Argument, 
why TI ſhould defire to remain ſecret; to e- 
ſcape the Obloquy, the Invidious Fleers, and in- 
deed, Bulhings of thoſe Perſons, who have 
made ſo little of decrying, ſcandalixing and re- 
viling me, for ſuch things as are founded up- 
on the Baſis of Verity; and that too, after 1 
had given them all the Reaſonable Invitations 
poſſible, for them to diſprove by rational Ar- 
guments any of my Aſlertions : But a—_— f 
; their 


(32) 
their Allegations, that figurative Expreſſion 0 
mine. Whoſe Life is all a Lye, © 
hath been repeated with ſuch an AbhorrenciY 
by ———, as If it were a moſt notorious Tal. 
hood; when at the ſame Time that natural. 
follows, from any granting him to be an Hy 
pocrite; which is undoubtedly very true. The 
Perſons who ſeem ſo fierce againſt this, pro- 
bably little conſidered how conſonant it is te 
ſeveral Expreſſions in the Scriptures : This 
Natural and True Hyperbole (If I may be al- 
low'd to call it fo) has been us'd by both Pro- 
phers and Apoſtles : See Iſa. 9. 17. 192 every 
one is an Hypocrite ; Jer. 5. 27. Their Houſes are 
naw dd full of Deceit; Jerem. 9. 2. 
WN 072 They are all Adulterers; Hoſ. 7. 
4. 7. 07 Nah.3.1. wn nÞ2 All full of 
Lying, or very well according to mine, Al a 
Lye : Or the Words of the Pſalmiſt bear the 
ſame Emphaſis, They Meditate Deceits, or Lies, 
dun- All the Day. Add to theſe Mat. 23. 
28. and Rom. 1. 29. In ſhort, the whole 
Scripture abounds with Phraſes of the like 
Import; and if they are true, conſequently 
mine is not falſe. 85 
Having thus demonſtrated the Juſtice of 
my Way of Writing, from Scriptare and Reaſon, 
the Truth of my Aſſertions, and both the Fal/- 
hood and Baſeneſs of my Accuſers, I ſhall leave 
it to all thoſe who deſire to ſee things as they 
really are, and read without Partiality; hav- 
ing nothing of Malice on the one Side, nor 
Self-Interzſt on the other, that hath influenced 
me to theſe Undertakings. 1 


. 


